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D r .  P a u l  Berg 
S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  Fledical  Cen te r  
Department of Biochemis t ry  
S t a n f o r d ,  C a l i f o r n i a  94305 

Dear Pau l :  

Your l e t t e r  of  June  11, conce rn ing  Biohazards  i n  Cancer Research ,  
awai ted  my r e t u r n .  

I have  g o t t e n  h o l d  of t h e  "Ninimum S tanda rds  of B i o l o g i c a l  S a f e t y  
and Environmental  C o n t r o l  f o r  C o n t r a c t o r s  of t h e  STTCP" d a t e d  August 1972 .  
I f i n d  i t  r a t h e r  seasoned  and p r e t t y  much good s e n s e .  There was a meet ing  
on 3 /14/73  Concerning t h i s  and I a m  t o l d  t h e r e  w i l l  be a new r e v i s i o n  soon 
which w i l l  l i k e l y  make t h e  s t a n d a r d s  more r e a l i s t i c  as r e g a r d s  e s p e c i a l l y  
u n i v e r s i t y - t y p e  r e s e a r c h .  

My conc lus ion  i s  t h a t  t h e  g u i d e l i n e  is  good and l a c k i n g  i n  any 
of t h e  p a r t i a l l y  suppres sed  h y s t e r i a  of Asi lomar.  I t  i s  a g u i d e l i n e  which 
I b e l i e v e  t h e  American Cancer S o c i e t y  could  concur  i n  and t o  which t h e y  could  
make r e f e r e n c e .  

I have e n c l o s e d  a copy of  t h e  August 1 9 7 2  d r a f t .  

My s u g g e s t i o n s  are t h a t :  

a .  We review tlie p r e s e n t  and t h e  new r e v i s e d  p rocedures  as 
soon as i s s u e d .  

b .  We adopt  thcm wit l iout  m o d i f i c a t i o n  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a rea l  need. 

c. \*?e add t h e  foll .owing s t a t e m e n t :  

"These are g u i d e l i n e s  prepared  by t h e  O f f i c e  of Biohazard 
and Cnvironiiicntal C o n t r o l  o f  tlie ??n t iona l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e ,  
Y a t i o n a l  T n s t i t u t c s  of I i ea l th .  ??icy should  bc adhered t o  
as c l o s e l y  as f c a s i b l e  i ~ i t l i i n  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p r a n t e c .  T n  any e v e n t ,  a l o c a l  committee 
should  be rorrnctl a t  tlie p l a c c  r~her-e t h e  r ; rantec is  \ ~ o r l < i n g  
and tliat thc> l o c a l  atlminis t r n t i o n  s h a l l  assume the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  detcrni ininf ;  what i s  minimnlly prope r  and p o s s i b l e  f o r  
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the l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n . "  

If we on t h e  co inni t tee  can agree on t h i s ,  perhaps you would 
wish t o  b r i n g  i t  up a t  t l ie next Counci l  meet ing.  

Best r e g a r d s .  

S i n c e r e l v  y o u r s ,  

,' 

-7 < <;/4-z<- 

l I au r i ce  R.  I-lilleman, Ph.D. 
D i r e c t o r ,  V i r u s  6 C e l l  Biology Research 
Merck I n s t i t u t e  f o r  The rapeu t i c  Research 

Encl .  

/ cc: D r .  G .  K l e i n  
D r .  9. Nathans L 

D r .  E .  Reich 
D r .  E .  Barkley (I?CI) 

P.S.  The s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  r e v i s e d  b iohaza rd  s t a n d a r d s  is: 

D r .  E m m e t t  Barkley 
Bldg. 41, Room A 1 1 8  
N a t i o n a l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e  
N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  of Heal th  
Bethesda ,  Maryland 20014 


